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(a) Who are the women in the college program? (b) What is the impact of the college experience on inmate students 
and their children? (c) What is the impact of the college experience on the prison environment? (d) What is the impact 
of the college experience beyond college on recidivism? and (e) What is the cost of such a program to taxpayers? The 
researchers used a triangulated methodology employing quantitative analysis of recidivism rates and costs of the 
program along with in-depth interviews with the participants; focus groups with inmates, faculty, children, and col-
lege presidents; and surveys of faculty who taught in the program. Although not using a randomized experimental 
design, Torre and Fine, along with their coinvestigators, tracked participants in the college program after release and 
found that women who had not participated in the program were four times more likely to be returned to custody than 
women who had participated.

The narratives from the interviews with college inmates also illuminated the positive benefits of the education. 
One inmate college student said,

Because when you take somebody that feels that they’re not gonna amount to anything, and you put them in 
an environment, like, when you’re in college it takes you away from the prison . . . it’s like you’re opening your 
mind to a whole different experience. (Torre & Fine, 2005, p. 582)

The positive impact of college on the inmates was also transferred to their children. The cost-benefit analysis of 
the program indicated that the savings based on decreased recidivism rates for those who attended the college far out-
weighed the initial cost of the program itself. In sum, with just a small grant from a private foundation, the PAR team 
brought together universities, prisoners, churches, community organizations, and prison administrators to resurrect a 
college at BHCF. The authors concluded, “Key elements of this program include broad-based community involvement, 
strong prisoner participation in design and governance, and the support of the prison administration” (p. 591). A full 
report of this research can be found at http://arj.sagepub.com/content/4/3/253.abstract. As you can see, PAR has the 
potential to be life changing for all those involved.

Dialogue With Research Subjects

Guba and Lincoln (1989) have carried the notion of involving research subjects and others in the design and report-
ing of research one step further. What they call the constructivist paradigm is a methodology that emphasizes the 
importance of exploring how different stakeholders in a social setting construct their beliefs. As we noted in Chapter 1, 
this approach rejects the assumption that there is a reality around us to be studied and reported on. Instead, social sci-
entists operating in the constructivist paradigm try to develop a consensus among participants in some social process 
about how to understand the focus of inquiry, a program that is often evaluated. A research report will then highlight 
different views of the social program and explain how a consensus can be reached.

The constructivist approach provides a useful way of thinking about how to best make sense of the complexity 
and subjectivity of the social world. Other researchers write reports intended to influence public policy, and often, 
their findings are ignored. Such neglect would be less common if social researchers gave more attention to the differ-
ent meanings attached by participants to the same events, in the spirit of constructivist case reports. The philosophy 
of this approach is also similar to the utilization-based evaluation research approach advanced by Patton (1997; see 
Chapter 10) that involves all stakeholders in the research process.

22 Types of Research Reports
Research projects designed to produce student papers and theses, applied 
research reports, and academic articles all have unique features that 
will influence the final research report. For example, student papers are 
written for a particular professor or for a thesis committee and often are 
undertaken with almost no financial resources and in the face of severe 

Constructivist paradigm  Methodology based on the 
rejection of a belief in an external reality; it emphasizes 
the importance of exploring the way in which different 
stakeholders in a social setting construct their beliefs


